
REPORT ON THE 2013 CLASSIC CHANNEL REGATTA 
AND DARTMOUTH CLASSICS 

 

This year’s week-long Classic Channel Regatta and the linked Dartmouth Classics Weekend were a 
brilliant success and greatly enjoyed by all who took part. Here are just two of the comments from 
competitors to show how much it was enjoyed: 

“Thank you for a superbly organised 2013 Classic Channel Regatta which delivered on all counts and 
more. Your formula is certainly a winning one .....an event we will fondly remember for some time to 
come and cannot wait for the next one.” 
 
“A stunning event – absolutely worth sailing 700 miles against the wind [Down Channel from Belgium 
and back again straight after].” 
 
The whole week was blessed with wonderful 
sunny weather and that marvellous 
Mediterranean style heatwave which signalled 
the start of one of the best summers for many 
years, although the anti-cyclonic weather did 
lead to a lack of wind at times, especially at 
Dartmouth where the sea breeze tried hard to 
knock out the prevailing light northeasterly by 
early afternoon – but no one seems to mind a 
lack of wind too much when the sun is shining 
that brightly.  
 
Dartmouth in such weather is just stunning – a match for any port in the world – and to be on the 
terrace of the Royal Dart Yacht Club in the early evening sun after a day’s racing, with a well earned 
drink in hand, is a joy to behold in a very special place. As one entrant who sailed down from 
Scotland for the regatta put it: “As always, it was a marvellous week....[but] we did wonder while we 
were heading south, with three-quarters of the crew taking the occasional dive towards the lee rail, 
whether this was madness but the moment we arrived at Dartmouth our hearts lifted. The 
atmosphere in the Royal Dart Yacht Club was terrific. Somebody who hadn't done the regatta before 
- a Dartmouth girl I sat next to at dinner on Saturday night - said it was quite unlike the atmosphere 
at any other regatta. Fantastic”. 

The week kicked off to a great start with a welcome reception at RDYC on the Friday evening. The 
welcome drinks were sponsored by Dartmouth Chandlery (who also sponsored a free water taxi and 
document cases for each boat’s regatta papers), the club’s crew suppers went down well and the 
evening was livened up by an excellent gypsy jazz trio. 
 
Activity on the water started on Saturday morning with a Parade of Sail of all the competing boats 
past Dartmouth and out of the river Dart. Led downstream by the paddle steamer Kingswear Castle 
(the only working steam fired paddle steamer in the country) the fleet made a fine sight as they 
sailed down past the spectators on Dartmouth Embankment and out to sea ready for their first race. 
And to cap it all a vintage bi-plane made a fly-past overhead.  
 
Over eighty boats took part in the Dartmouth weekend, coming not just from Britain, but also 
twenty coming across from France, and others from Belgium, Holland, Germany and Ireland. The 
fleet included two sail-training yachts, Jolie Brise, run by Dauntsey’s School, and Pegasus, run by The 



Island Trust, with youngsters on board, and also 
the French naval training yawl Mutin came over 
from her home port of Brest and hosted a cocktail 
party on board, but sadly she had to leave early 
due to engine trouble. 
 
The first race of the week on Saturday was a 
triangular course in Start Bay which was sailed in 
light airs. The organsers also ran The Old Gaffers 
Association Annual Race, but unfortunately they 
had only four finishers due to the light and failing 
winds. On Sunday there was a coastal race to 
Torbay and back, but because of the light and failing winds the course was shortened to a turning 
buoy off Berry Head. Soon after the buoy had been laid the wind unfortunately died away altogether 
for the rest of the afternoon. A few boats made it round the mark and were able to finish with the 
help of the ebb tide, but for most it was a matter of kedging while waiting for a wind to spring up 
and lift them round the mark or retiring and ‘going fishing’. 
 
A great boost to the regatta this year was the fact that the RDYC were fully involved with its running 
for the first time. The professionalism of their race team on the committee boat at Dartmouth was 
much appreciated and the regatta was very fortunate in having a first class race office in David 
Homer, from Babbacombe SC, who sailed with the regatta for the whole week as its senior ‘Fleet 
Race Officer’.  The club’s full involvement also helped the social events at the club go even better 
than in the past – to the benefit of all parties concerned. 
 
Another great help was the level of local sponsorship the regatta received this year. Alongside 
Dartmouth Chandlery, Totnes firms Valeport and Specialty Fastners & Components both came in as 
Silver Sponsors to greatly boost the finances, and twenty five other local firms were Bronze 
Sponsors. Also the regatta is greatly helped by Dart Harbour providing a concession on harbour fees 
for two of the three nights of the regatta (without which most of the French and other boat from far 
away would probably not come) and Dartmouth Town Council making the Old Market Square 
available as a supper venue. 

 
The ‘big event’ ashore at Dartmouth is the Saturday 
night Crew Supper Party in the Old Market Square – 
what a delightful venue (especially on a fine night) 
to sit 300 people down to dinner with a jazz band 
playing and crews singing, all helped along by 
cocktails courtesy of Hennessy cognac, 
free wine brought over from France by one of the 
support boats and draught beer donated by Bays 
Brewery. 
 

The prizes for the racing at Dartmouth, which were sponsored by Pusser’s Rum and Raymarine, with 
some extras from Tamar Ridge Wines and Sharpham Vineyard, were presented by David Dimbleby 
who had sailed his 23ft gaffer ‘Rocket’ in the Old Gaffers Race on Saturday. The organisers had a 
crisis a few minutes before he was due to present them when they found that two of the most 
prestigious trophies had gone missing. The Old Gaffers had mistakenly taken them for their 
prizegiving the night before, but fortunately they had not been presented and were found in the 
OGA storage boxes in the nick of time. David was greatly amused by this and made much of the Old 



Gaffers ‘stealing the trophies’ in his speech. He also ‘threw’ the French interpreter by delivering the 
first part of his speech in French and getting the interpreter to give the English.  
 
The decision to re-brand the first weekend of the regatta as Dartmouth Classics Weekend was taken 
to encourage more local and Westcountry boats to join for just the weekend, and to make the Old 
Gaffers Association members feel fully involved. This 
change helps those boats too small to cross the 
Channel, and those owners who do not have the time, 
to take part in and enjoy the weekend, and there were 
certainly many more boats coming for just the weekend 
than in previous years. Another innovation this year 
was to introduce a cruising class for those not so keen 
to race; they didn’t have any set sailing programme, but 
it did allow them to feel more comfortable about 
joining in and not feeling under pressure to race - or 
perhaps pretend to! 
 
Monday afternoon saw the start of the Classic Channel Race to Paimpol, again in light and fading 
airs. The first boats got away in a light northeasterly, but then the sea breeze played its tricks again 
and knocked it out so that much of the fleet was becalmed behind the line with the ebb tide setting 
them down on the committee boat. But by hook and by crook (and a bit of mechanical assistance 
while the race officer ‘was attending to his flags’) the whole fleet finally got across the line and on 
their way across the Channel. A good breeze filled in once offshore and the boats had a fast reach 
across in almost ideal conditions. The approach to the coast off Paimpol needs careful attention to 
the tides as they run hard off this corner of Brittany and if a boat gets it wrong it can find itself 
stemming the tide for six hours rather than being helped in by it. To add to this difficulty the wind 
went very light again near the coast, probably due to the night land breeze knocking out the 
prevailing northeasterly, which perversely had the same effect as the sea breeze at Dartmouth. 
However, the first boats made it over the line early on Tuesday morning and the whole fleet finished 
in time to lock into Paimpol harbour on the evening tide. 
 
Paimpol is a wonderful and very welcoming port and town for the regatta to go to. Not only is the 
large locked harbour (it was once a main port for the Newfoundland and Icelandic fishing schooner 
fleet) right in the middle of town, but the town council, the Mairie, give the regatta free berthing for 
the duration of its stay, free use of their Salle des Fetes for a crew supper, a large room over the 

harbour office to use as a regatta office, and to top it 
all they put on quayside live music. Also it is a 
delightful town with a small old quarter, cafes and 
restaurants lining the quays and bags of Breton 
atmosphere. Many British yachtsmen are put off going 
there for the first time because the waters in the 
approach look scarey on the chart as it dries out long 
way at low water, but once there is enough rise of tide 
it is an easy approach, and there is a good anchorage 
while waiting for the tide - so they shouldn’t be put 
off! 



Wednesday was the lay day of the regatta, time to 
recover from the Channel Race and enjoy the charms 
of the town. In the evening there was the prizegiving 
for the Channel Race (most prizes sponsored by 
Raymarine) with the prizes presented by the mayor of 
Paimpol, followed by a crew supper party with a fine 
French supper washed down with wine to the 
accompaniment of a ‘chant marin’ band. A highlight of 
the evening was the appearance of Paimpol’s own 
joke jazz band ‘Le Fanfare aux Pruneaux’ ( I will leave 
you to work out the translation!) who played in the 
hall before the prizegiving to much applause and amusement. 
 
On Thursday it was time for the Ile de Brehat Race, or in fact this year, two races round the island, 
one anti-clockwise in the morning, then after a picnic lunch anchored off the island, a second race 
back around clockwise. The winds were perfect and both races were excellent. The marks of the 
course keep the boats off the rocks, but there is opportunity for some rock hopping for the braver 
souls who want to get out of the ebb tide sailing up the Trieux river to the finish of the morning race. 
 
Friday was the day of the passage race from Paimpol up to St Peter Port in Guernsey. A steady, and 
quite fresh at times, northeasterly was blowing making it a dead beat for all of the 45 miles there. It 
was quite hard going for the smaller boats, some of which took the option to take their time at sea 
and motor-sail the last bit. Before the start, the organisers had introduced the excellent idea of 
allowing boats to record their times at 20 mile and 10 mile ranges off the finish, thus allowing them 
to have a result even if they didn’t complete the course. (Boats completing the course being ranked 
by time ahead of those at 10 miles and then those at 20 miles). 
 
The fleet all made it to St Peter Port either in the evening or overnight. Saturday dawned another 
sunny, but windless, day and it looked impossible to run the Round Sark Race which is quite a long 

course, even if a light breeze came up. The option to run a 
short triangular course off St Peter Port was considered, 
but with still no sign of any wind, and no great enthusiasm 
amongst the crews to go out racing again after the beat 
up from Paimpol the day (and for some the night too) 
before, it was decided to cancel the day’s racing and 
instead have a fun dinghy race off the beach. The first race 
was for as many crew as you wished, but no paddles, the 
second was for two crew, both blindfolded! 
 

The regatta closed in the evening with a final prizegiving and party at the stunning location of the 
South Battery, high up on the ramparts of Castle Cornet at the entrance to St Peter Port Harbour. 
The regatta is supported in Guernsey by Nautical 
Guernsey and Butterfield Bank, and their respective 
chairman and marketing manager shared presenting 
the prizes (sponsored by Dubarry, Guy Cotten, Chasse 
Maree magazine and Hennessy) before the crews 
tucked into fish & chips accompanied by singing from 
the local shanty band. 
 
All in all, the regatta was one wonderful week of 
interesting and varied racing, great parties, delightful 



ports, beautiful boats and lovely people, all blessed with a week of the finest weather many of us 
can remember for many a moon – what more could anyone ask for?  
 
The regatta’s main sponsors are -Gold Sponsors: Lewmar, Raymarine, Dubarry, Hayes Parsons 
Marine Insurance; Silver Sponsors: Dartmouth Chandlery, Specialty Fasteners & Components, 
Valeport; Copper Sponsors: Guy Cotten, Pusser’s Rum, Butterfield Bank. There are also 35 Bronze 
Sponsors. 
 
The regatta is also supported by: Dart Harbour, Dartmouth Town Council, Ville de Paimpol and 
Nautical Guernsey. 
 
The Classic Channel Regatta is biennial and the next one will be from July 11 – 18th 2015.  
 
Bruce Thorogood 
August 2013 
 
  
        
 

 


